
 
Phil 315: Intro to Feminist Philosophies 
Instructor: Rebekah Sinclair          
rsinclai@uoregon.edu  
Office hours: Mondays 2-4 
Location: 199 Esslinger 
           

  
 
Course Description: This course introduces some key concepts and questions within feminist 
philosophy. We’ll begin by reading the work of early feminist activists and feminist collectives
to think about how we can best do feminist philosophy and why this philosophy matters. We’ll 
then look to the historical place of women within philosophy—hint, its pretty bleak—and 
consider some of the responses to the exclusion or disavowal of women’s voices in philosophy. 
After that, the course will talk about the moment gender and sex were introduced into philosophy 
as questions: what is it to be a woman, and how does this identity function philosophically and 
culturally to facilitate oppression of women, and the production and control of difference. With 
Beauvoir and others, we’ll ask: what is a woman and how do we track her oppression? Here 
we’ll pay attention to the different ways women and feminists have answered these questions.
After that, we’ll more explicitly engage Black, Latina, and Native American feminists, to 
understand their criticisms of white feminism and their claims about the way differences like 
race, sex, nationality, geography, and colonialism relate to gender and uniquely effect women 
and other lives. Finally, in the last three weeks, we will consider the way philosophers have 
deployed feminist perspectives to connect problems of gender oppression with other areas of 
concern: the environment, animals, technology, science, genetics, and land. Here, we’ll consider 
the claim by ecofeminists, native philosophers, and philosophers of science that we are 
physically imbricated with and connected to other lives and technologies. Thus feminist 
philosophy can help think through the intersections of oppression that shape not just women, but 
perhaps all of our relations with nature: from the smallest scales of genetic exchange, through 
our everyday consumption practices, to the largest scale problems we can imagine, like climate 
change.  

Throughout the term, we will grapple with broad philosophical questions such as: What 
does it mean to be a woman? What is a feminist or what is feminist analysis? What is the 
relationship between feminist theory and practice? And what can feminist philosophy uniquely 
bring to other areas of concern—like race, the environment, animals, biology and science? 
Rather than trying to answer these questions once and for all, we’ll find meaning in different 
kinds of answers and from very different perspectives. I hope we discover that the plurality of 
our perspectives, and our ability to sit comfortably with multiple answers, is a unique strength of 
feminist philosophy. 



 
Course Goals:  

• Gain exposure to feminist appropriations and criticisms of the Western philosophical 
tradition as well as debates within feminist thinking  

• Become fluent in various approaches to feminist philosophy and getting into the habit 
of reflecting critically on gender, sexuality, and related concerns 

• Develop intellectual generosity and critical skills 
• Develop clarity in expression (both written and verbal expression) and rigor in 

argument 
 
Grade Breakdown 
Participation:   15% 
Reading quizzes:  15% 
Reading Responses:   15% 
Midterm: 20   20% 
Final paper Prospectus:  5% 
Final:     30% 
 
Participation (15%): 
Attend: You are expected to attend classes regularly and promptly. More than 3 absences will 
result in a failing final grade, unless proof of illness or emergency is provided.  
 
Speak: We will be doing philosophy together. So it is imperative that you come to class prepared 
to actively and vocally engage the material in class discussions, and listen carefully to your 
classroom comrades.  
 
Read: The classroom is a two way street. My commitment is to show up prepared to lecture and 
guide us through these materials and questions. Part of your commitment to is to read the 
readings each week, and come to class ready to raise all your questions and think critically. 
Nobody expects you to understand each reading the first run through. But putting in the effort is 
a minimum requirement for this class. Note the university policy is that for every hour a student 
spends in class, she is expected to spend two hours on coursework outside of class. That’s a good 
bar for thinking through the time it will take to do these readings. 
 
Reading quizzes (15% or 3% each): 
Bring readings to class with markings and questions to indicate you are reading. There will be 
five random reading checks throughout the quarter. The reading checks will take one of two 
forms: a) I will check the texts you have brought to class to make sure that you have highlighted, 
taken notes, written questions, and otherwise engaged in the material you’ve read. You will loose 
points if you do not bring readings, or if they are not marked up. Or b) a graded quiz which 
covers the reading material. Each will be worth 3% of your final grade.  
  
Reading Responses (15%, or 5% each): 
Over the course of the quarter, you will write three one page, single spaced reflections on the 
readings. They will be due by midnight the day before the class (e.g. for Tuesday, email me the 
response by Monday at midnight). In these reflections, you are to summarize one of the readings 



for the day (in roughly the first third or, at most, half of the response), and then raise and discuss 
questions or concerns with the material, etc. These are a way for me to see what you dig about 
the course material, how well you understand it, what questions you want answered, and what 
you’re getting out of the course. You may do these at any time during the quarter, but not more 
than one a week. 
 
Midterm Paper (20%): The midterm will be 4-5 pages in length, due on Friday of Week 5, no 
later then 4 pm. Papers should be submitted on Canvas via VeriCite and a paper copy will be due 
in the philosophy office. This will be prompt based. 
 
Prospectus:  (5 %): 
You will write your own prompts for your final paper, and each submit a one-page prospectus 
stating the topic of your paper and the argument that you intend to pursue. Feedback on your 
prospectus is required before you begin your final paper.  
 
Final Paper (30%): The final exam will be 5-6 pages in length. Due Thursday of finals week, 
no later than 4:00 pm. Papers should be submitted on Canvas via VeriCite, and a paper copy will 
be due in the philosophy office.  
 
Guidelines for papers:  

• Clarity: the paper should have a clearly defined topic and thesis.  
• Accuracy: the paper should present an author’s position in a fair way.  
• Assessment/argument: the paper should evaluate the author’s position, and bring to bear 

on the text or issue your own view; you must defend your view.  
 
Grading Standard:  

A+ = superb. No mistakes, well-written, well-researched, and pursues an original thesis. 
A = excellent. No mistakes, well-written, and distinctive in some way or other. 
B = good. No significant mistakes, well-written, but not distinctive in any way. 
C = OK. Some errors, but basic grasp of the material.  
D = poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material. 
F = failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either no real grasp of the material or 
complete lack of effort.  

 
Accommodations for a disability: 
If you have a documented disability and anticipate needing accommodations in this course, 
please make arrangements to meet with me soon.  
 
Sexual Violence and Survivor Support:  
The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual 
harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence and gender-based stalking. If 
you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences gender-based violence (intimate 
partner violence, attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), 
know that you are not alone. UO has staff members trained to support survivors in navigating 
campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing 



accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more: safe.uoregon.edu or 541-346-
SAFE.  
 
Required Texts: 
Please note that I reserve the right to change the schedule as necessary. Changes will be 
announced in class and posted on Canvas. You are responsible for being aware of these changes. 
All readings will be available on Canvas. I suggest you print them all out at the beginning and 
bring them in one big reader, as you will need hard copies in class No computers please. 
 
Week 1: Why and how do we do feminist philosophy? 

  Tues:  Introductions and reading of Syllabus; Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman?” (1 page) 
The Combahee River Collective, “A Black Feminist Statement” (5 page print out) 

Thurs: Iris Marion Young, “Five faces of oppression”  (26) 
 
Week 2: Women in the History of Philosophy 
Tues: Tuana, “Reading Philosophy as a Woman” (11) 

Alcoff, “Of Philosophy and Guerrilla Wars” (9); 
Thurs:  Genevieve Lloyd “The Man of Reason (16) 
 
Week 3: What is a woman?  
Tues:  Beauvoir, “Introduction,” from The Second Sex  (16) 
Thurs:  Butler, “Performative Acts and Gender Construction” (12)  
  
****You will receive midterm prompt**** 
 
Week 4: Still wondering, What is a woman?  
Tues:  Heinämaa, “Woman: Nature, Product, Style” (15) 
Thurs: Lugones “Heterosexualism and the Colonial / Modern Gender System” (21) 
 
Week 5: Black Feminisms 
Tues:  Audre Lorde, “Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic as Power” (7);  

Age, Race, Class, and Sex (10); “The Master’s Tools will   
Never Dismantle the Master’s House” (4) 

Thurs: bell hooks, “Feminism: A Transformational Politics” (8); “Black Masculinity” (17) 
 
****Midterm Due on Friday**** 
 
Week 6: Mestisa and Chicanx philosophy 
Tues: Anzaldua, Borderlands (chapters 1 and 2) 22 
Thurs: Cherrie Moraga, “La Guera”; Mariana-Ortega, “Being Lovingly Ignorant” (15) 
 
Weel 7: Native Feminisms 
Tues: Andrea Simpson, “Sexual Violence as a Tool of Genocide” (28). 
Thurs: Megan Bang and Ananda Marin, “Nature Culture Constructs in Science” (11) 
 Marie Clements (a play), “The Girl Who Swam Forever” (22)  
 



Week 8: Feminism and science, genes, and nature? 
Tues: Caroline Merchant, The Death of Nature, chapter 5 (20)   
Thurs: Megan Bang, et al, “Muskrat Theories”  (15)  
 
****Prospectus Due on Friday**** 

 
Week 9: And what about androids and evolution?  
Tues: Donna Harraway, Cyborg Manifesto, chapter 18 (24) 
Thurs: The Case for the Female Orgasm (Ch 1).  
 
Week 10: Animal lives  
Tues: Carol Adams, The Sexual Politics of Meat, chapters 3 and 4 (24) 
Thurs:  Lori Gruen, “The Five faces of Animal Oppression” 
 


